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the two-figure sum), they are forming a habit of writing 28 after the sum of 8, 6, 9, and 5 is reached ; and it should not surprise us if the pupil still occasionally writes the two-figure sum for the first column though a second column is to be added also. On the contrary, unless some counter force influences him, he is absolutely sure to make this mistake.
The last mistake quoted (4-5-1 = 1) is interesting because here we have possibly one of the cases where deduction from psychology alone can give constructive aid to teaching. Multiplication and division by fractions have been notorious for their difficulty. The former is now alleviated by using of instead of X until the new habit is fixed. The latter is still approached with elaborate caution and with various means of showing why one must 'invert and multiply7 or 'multiply by the reciprocal/
But in the author's opinion it seems clear that the difficulty in multiplying and dividing by a fraction was not that children felt any logical objections to canceling or inverting. I fancy that the majority of them would cheerfully invert any fraction three times over or cancel numbers at random in a column if they were shown how to do so. But if you are a youngster inexperienced in numerical abstractions and if you have had divide connected with 'make smaller' three thousand times and never once connected with 'make bigger/ you are sure to be somewhat impelled to make the number smaller the three thousand and first time you are asked to divide it. Some of my readers will probably confess that even now they feel a slight irritation or doubt in saying or writing that -^-r-| = 128.
The habits that have been confirmed by every multiplication and division by integers are, in this particular of 'the ratio of result to number operated upon' directly opposed to